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Subpart A—Designation of
Veterinarian Shortage Situations

§3431.1 Applicability of regulations.

This part establishes the process and
procedures for designating veterinarian
shortage situations as well as the ad-
ministrative provisions for the Veteri-
nary Medicine Loan Repayment Pro-
gram (VMLRP) authorized by the Na-
tional Veterinary Medical Service Act
(NVMSA), 7 U.S.C. 3151a.

§3431.2 Purpose.

The Secretary will follow the proc-
esses and procedures established in
subpart A of this part to designate vet-
erinarian shortage situations for the
VMLRP. Applications for the VMLRP
will be accepted from eligible veteri-
narians who agree to serve in one of
the designated shortage situations in
exchange for the repayment of an
amount of the principal and interest of
the veterinarian’s qualifying edu-
cational loans. The administrative pro-
visions for the VMLRP, including the
application process, are established in
subpart B of this part.

§3431.3 Definitions and acronyms.

(a) General definitions. As used in this
part:

Act means the National Veterinary
Medical Service Act, as amended.

Agency or NIFA means the National
Institute of Food and Agriculture.

Department means the United States
Department of Agriculture.

Food animal means the following spe-
cies: Bovine, porcine, ovine/camelid,
cervid, poultry, caprine, and any other
species as determined by the Secretary.

Food supply veterinary medicine means
all aspects of veterinary medicine’s in-
volvement in food supply systems,
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from traditional agricultural produc-
tion to consumption.

Insular area means the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, the Repub-
lic of the Marshall Islands, the Repub-
lic of Palau, and the Virgin Islands of
the United States.

NVMSA means the National Veteri-
nary Medicine Service Act.

Practice of food supply veterinary medi-
cine includes corporate/private prac-
tices devoted to food animal medicine,
mixed animal medicine located in a
rural area (at least 30 percent of prac-
tice devoted to food animal medicine),
food safety, epidemiology, public
health, animal health, and other public
and private practices that contribute
to the production of a safe and whole-
some food supply.

Practice of veterinary medicine means
to diagnose, treat, correct, change, al-
leviate, or prevent animal disease, ill-
ness, pain, deformity, defect, injury, or
other physical, dental, or mental con-
ditions by any method or mode; includ-
ing:

(1) The prescription, dispensing, ad-
ministration, or application of any
drug, medicine, biologic, apparatus, an-
esthetic, or other therapeutic or diag-
nostic substance or medical or surgical
technique, or

(2) The use of complementary, alter-
native, and integrative therapies, or

(3) The use of any manual or mechan-
ical procedure for reproductive man-
agement, or

(4) The rendering of advice or rec-
ommendation by any means including
telephonic and other electronic com-
munications with regard to any of
paragraphs (1), (2), (3), or (4) of this def-
inition.

Rural area means any area other than
a city or town that has a population of
50,000 inhabitants and the urbanized
area contiguous and adjacent to such a
city or town.

Secretary means the Secretary of Ag-
riculture and any other officer or em-
ployee of the Department to whom the
authority involved has been delegated.

Service area means geographic area in
which the veterinarian will be pro-
viding veterinary medical services.
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